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45TH CONGRESS,} 
2d Session. 
SENATE. 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
{ Ex.Doc. No. 33. 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COMMUNICATING, 
In answer to a Senate resolut-ion of December 7, 1877, in.formation in re_la-
tion to the cost of the late war with the Sioitx Indians. ' 
FEBRUARY 21, 1878.-Read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Jo tlte Senate of the United States : 
In answer to the resolution of the Senate, dated December 7, 1877, I 
transmit herewith reports from the General of the Army, the Quarter-
master-Genera], the Commissary-General of Subsistence, and the Chief 
of Ordnance, showing '' what has been the cost" (estimated) "of the 
late war with the Sioux Indians, and what the casualties of rank and 
.fi le among the soldiers engaged in said Sioux war." 
E XECUTIVE MANSION, February 20, 1878. R.: B. I;IA YES. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
lVashington City, February 18, 1878. 
Sm: I have tlrn honor to return the resolution of the Senate, dated 
December 7, 1877, with reports from the General of the Army, the Quar-
ter?3aster-GeneraJ, the Commissary-General of Subsistence, and the 
Chief of Ordnance, showing" what has been the cost" (estimated)" of 
the late war with the Sioux Indians, and what the casualties of rank 
and file among the soldiers engaged in said Sioux war." 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. McCRARY, 
' Secretary of War. The PRESIDENT. 
2 COST 01!, SIOUX WAR. 
HEADQUARTERS OF '.l'HE ARMY, 
Washington, December 14, 1877. 
Respect.fully returned to the Secretary of War, inclosing statemeu t 
of casualties amoug the rank and file of the troops engaged in the late 
war with the Sioux, prepared by the Adjutant-General of tbe Army. 
I am unable to answer that part of the resolution which relates to 
the cost of the war, but wllicl.t no doubt can be obtained from the sup-
ply departments of the Army. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
General. 
Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-Gelleral and Commissary-
General for report as early as practicable. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
H. T. CROSBY, 
Chief Clerk. 
VY AR DEP..A.RT.MEN'.:L', December 14, 1877. 
· WAR DEP..A.R'.l.'MEN'.l.', 
QU.A.RTERM..A.S1'EH,-GENER.A.L'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. G., February 18, 1878. 
Sm: In repl,v to your instructions of the 14th December last, io-
dorsed on the letter of the President of the United States, dated 7th 
December, 1877, transmitting the resolution of the United States Senate 
calling for information as to the cost of tlle war with the Sioux Indians, 
I have the honor to report, that I at length learn by telegraph from 
Colonel Holabird, chief quartermaster Division of the Missouri, that 
General Terry, commanding the Department of Dakota, estimates the 
cost of the Sioux war in that department at $992,808, of which $846,179 
pertains to the Quartermaster's Department. Tl.tat General Urook, 
commanding the Department of the Platte, estimates the cost of the 
Rame war in the Department of tbe Platte at $1,319,720, of which sum 
$1,04:8,182 pertains to the Quartermaster's De1lartment. Total (lSti-
mated cost of the Sioux war, therefore, i $2,312,531, of which $1,894,311 
are charges against the appropriations of the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment. 
I am, very respectfull.r, your obedient servant, 
M. O. MEIGS, 
()uartcrma.c;ter-General D.S. Army. 
The Iron. SECHET.A.RY OF \NAIL 
·w AH, DRP.A.RT)IENT, 
OFFICE Co:mrrs~A.H,Y·GGNERA.L OF s BSIS'l'ENCE, 
Washington, D. 9., December '.J , I 77. 
Sm: In compliance with your indorsemeut dated December 14, 1 i'i, 
referring to this office the Senate resolution pa eel December 7, 1877 I 
ha,·e_tl.Je honor to submit herewith a report of thee tirnated co t to the 
ub.-1 tenc Department of the Sionx war of 1 76- 77. 
Ter.r r pectfull,r, your ol>e<lient enTaut, 
R. 1\L CFEELY 
'lh. Hou. I~ 'IrnTAhY OF '\VAR. 
Cummi · ary-Ge,uwal ub ·i ·tence. 
J-
COST OF SIOUX WAR. 3 
I hoicinq the estimated cost to the Subsistence Department of the United States .A1'1ny 
· of the Sioux·war of 1876-'77. 
f ,nb istence stores lost ...........•.• -.... - - - - - - - -- - - ,- - - - - - . - - - - - $17, 486 12 
of cost of subsistence ::itores purchased m the Black Hills over cost 
- me stores if supplied from depots ... - . - - - -•. - - - . - - - . - .. - .. - . - 6, 311 86 
otal ....•• ___ ....•••.•..•.•.•..... _. . . . . . . . . • . . • • • . . • . • • • • • • . . • 23, 797 98 
R. MACFEELY, 
Commissm·y-General Subsistence. 
\ft DEPARDIENT, 
Office Cummissary-General Snbsi~te11ce, Decembet :l8, 1877. 
, ent of casualties among rank and file, United States ..tfrmy, during the late wcu: with 
Sioux Indians, comniencing in February, 1~76. 
Killed. Wounded. 
Organization. 
aldepartment.. ... ...... .... ........ ...... ... 1 ..•. ... . 1 ............... . 
ir dc~::i~~~::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: 1i 1i 2 2~ 2; 
flcia~!1:i1?::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 ~ ~ 1~ 1~ 
" h Cavalry.. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 242 256 53 53 l~~itit:::::::::::::: ·:::::: ·: ·:::::::::::::: ............. t i . i ~ 
,enteenth Infantry ... _.......................... . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .• . . . . . . . . . . .• . 1 J. 
ilia~{·:::~.~-~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::. •::::1:_6:: -26~71-28~3 :::::·.2:· -12i3 - l"i5 
Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "' 
I 
Aggregate killed and wounded, 408. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
.Adjutant-General . 
.iDJt:TAXT·GF.NERAL'S OFFJCF., 
lfashington, D. 0., December 11, 1E77. 
QUAR'l'ER:i\'IASTER-GENERAI}S OFFICE,' 
December 14, 1877. 
_ ... oted and respectfully forwarded to tlJe Commissary-General United 
v ate Army. 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General U. S. A. 
WA.R DEPARTMEN'l', 
OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL SUBSIS'l'ENr.E, 
December 19, 1877. 
- ..,. oted and respectfully returned to the Hon. Secretary of War. 
R. MA0FEELY, 
Commissary-General S'lt,bsistence. 
W A.R DEPARTMENT, December 20, 1877. 
Ile. pectfulJy referred to tlie Chief of Ordnance for report as early as 
practicable. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
H. rr. CROSBY, 
Chief Clerk. 
4 COST 01'.., SIOUX WAR. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, WAR DEPARTMENT, . 
Washington, January 14, 1878. 
Respectfully returned to tile Secretary of War. 
The records of this office show that the value of the ordnance store 
expended · ~n action; lost on the battle-field, abandon~d and d_estr?yed 
for ~ant of transportation, &c., in the campaign agarnst hostile S10u x: 
In<lians, amounts to $70,466.23. 
) 
S. V. BENET, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Ordnance. 
· CONGRESS, } 
• d Ses$ion, 
SENATE. 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
{ Ex. Doc. 33. Part 2 . 
RESIDENT OF Tl{E UNITED STATES, 
COMMUNICATING, 
a11s1oer to a Senate resolution of December 7, 1877, further information 
in relation to the cost of the Sioux war. 
MARCH 26, 1878.-Read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printod. 
T') tlie Senate of the United States : 
In further answer to the resolution of the Senate·of December 7, 1877, 
'to the cost of the Sioux war, I transmit herewith copies of additional 
reports on the subject received from the Military Division of the 
Mi ouri. 
R. B. HAYES. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, March 25, 1878. 
WAR DEP .A.R'rMENT ,' 
Washington City, March 22, 1878., 
Sm: In connection with my letter of the -15th ultimo, submitting, in 
compliance with the resolution of the Senate dated December 7, 1877, 
reports as to the cost of the Sioux war, I have the honor to inclose copy 
of additional reports on the subject received from the Military Division 
of the Missouri. · · · 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The PRESIDENT. 
L ieut. Gen. P.H. SHERIDAN, 
GEO. W. McORARY, 
Secretary of War. 
[Telegram.] 
ADJUTANT-GENER.A.L'S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 18, 1877. 
Commanding Division Missouri, 
Chicago, Ill. : . 
The Secretary of War desires to have an approximate estimate of the 
co t of the late Sioux war, to enable him to answer a resolution of Con-
gress. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, . 
Adjutant-General. 
2 COST OF THE SIOUX WAR. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 
Oniaha, Nebr., January 18, 1878, 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of 
Dece~ber 19, 1877, and in reply to say that the approximate cost of th.e 
late Sioux war, so far as connected with the Department of the Platte. 
and as near as can be at this time estimated, amounts to $1,319,723.46. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, u. s. A., . 
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, lll. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN1' OF DAKOl.'A, 
Saint Paul, Minn., February 14, 1878. 
Sm: In obedience to the telegraphic instructions of the Lieutenant 
General, dated December 19, 1877, I have the honor to forward herewith 
an approximate estimate of the cost of the late Sioux war, so far as con-
cerns the Department of Dakota, with the subreports upon which the 
approximate estimate is based. · 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Brigadier, General, Commanding. 
To the ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, Ill . 
.Approximate estimate of the cost of the late Sioux war to the Department of Dakota. 
On what account. .A.mount. 
Quartermaster's department ..... __ . __ . _ .. __ •...•••.. ____ .. __ ••.... _... $846, 179 28 
Subsistence department. __ ................••................. ____ . . . . . . 35, 728 50 
Medical department ............ _ .........•.. __ . __ ..•.. _ .. ____ . _.. . . . . . 33, 000 00 
Ordnance department ...•....•........... ____ ......................... 75, 000 00 
Miscellaneous (telegrams) . _ .. _ . _ ... __ •..... __ ....• _ .. __ . _ .... _. __ . . . . . . 2, 900 00 
Total .•• _ ••.• _ • _ .. _ ..... _ . __ ... _ •. ____ .. __ .. ____ .. __ . __ . _ . _ . . . . . . . 992, 807 7 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 
QUARTERMASTER'S 0FFIOE, 
Saint Paul, Minn., December 26, 1877. 
Sm: In compliance with your instructions of the 10th instant, I have 
the~honor to submit herewith an approximate e timate of the co ·t of the 
late Sioux war in 1876-'77 to the Quartermaster' Department, a fol-
lows, viz: 
Transportation of troops and supplies by st eamer, including the hire of 
such vessels ..••. _ .............................................. -. -- -
Transportation of troops and supplies by ra il. ......•.................. -
Tran ~ortation ofsu~plie by wagon, including hire of team ......•• .. .. 
Material for the repatr of means of trao portatioo ..................... --
:ire_ofteamsters, packer, c ......•...........•....... , ____ ......... -
H~ma~e o~ troops a.nd supplies .......... ____ . . .......... ________ __ ... . P:X~h!J~f es, a1~outs, special couriers, &c ...... _. __ ... ___ .... _ ........ . 
Purchase of fay .. ~::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
174, 5 ~ 41 
260,000 -
195, 59 li 
434 :.1 47, ~61 ' 
2, • :. 
16, ·2 , .. 
70, 36i ~ 
IOU I. 
COST OF THE SIOUX WAR. 
i extni-duty men ....•• • • • • • • • • · • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • · · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · · 
of buffalo overcoats .• ••.•.••••••••....• - • -••••. -••.•.••.••••• 
eof mules .••••••..•••.•••••..•••• ·••• •··•·· •••• •••· •••· •-u••· · 
- of horses .•.....•....••••.......••••••.•• - •••••.•.••••••.•••.. 
of camp-kettles •..•••••••••••..•••..••••••••••••••..•.•.••.. . 
. se of tent-stoves ..••..••••.••••. ..•.....•••••.•••••••..••••••.. ; 
of clerk ........ -. - . • • • • • • • • • · • • · • • - • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · 
3 
549 50 
5,412 64 
20,900 00 
49,866 29 
40 00 · 
55 00 
800 00 
----
$846,179 28 
.1 cou i<lerable sum must have been paid in Chicago for transporta-
. a ot troops and supplies by steamers, during the summer of 1876, of 
hich no record bas been made in the office of the departmen~ quarter-
... a ter. 
_·o estimate is made of depreciation of property by wear and tear 
ring the war, because no satisfactory calculation of the amount can 
now be made. 
:o account is taken of the loss of public animals, except as they were 
placed by purchase, nor of other supplies forwarded to the troops, ex-
pt as they were purchased in excess of the ordinary allowances or 
u-ant of the troops. 
-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. BENJ. C. OARD, 
Quarterrna.ster, U. S. A. 
The ADJUTAN'.l.'-GENERAL, 
Department of Dakota,, Saint Paul, Minn. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAIW'.L'A, 
OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSIS'l'ENCE, 
Saint Paul, .M·inn., December 28, 1877. 
Sm: In reply to indorsement of December 20, 1877, from your office, 
on copy of telegram from Lieutenant.General Sheridan, of December 
19th, instant, I have the honor to fornish the inclosed report. This con-
tains all the information on th~ subject which I have been able to glean 
from my files, and it is, I suppose, incomplete. In order that the infor-
mation required might be complete, all officers performing subsistence 
duty in this military department should be required to forward, with the 
papers enumerated in paragraph 2 of General Orders No.12, headquar-
ters Department of Dakota, February 12, 1870, a copy of each abstract 
of i sues made in the month; and when the purchases, invoices, and 
transfers of stores are too numerous to be entered on the face of the 
returns of provisions, an abstract of each should accompany the return. 
At present the required information can be furnished complete only from 
the records of the office of the Uommissary-General of Subsistence, 
-nited States Army, Washington. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. R. MORGAN, 
Jlajor and Commissary Subs·istence, Chief Oormnissary Siibsistenoe. 
The AD.JUTAN'l'-GENERAL, 
Department of Dalcotli, Saint Paul, Minn. 
4 COST OF THE SIOUX WAR. 
Approxiniate estim~ile of the cost to the Snbsistence Department in the Depctrtment of Dako ta 
of the late Sioux war. 
For subsistence stores issued to civilians employed with expeditions in the 
field, and to Indians, and for losses during the campaign .... ___ ...• - ... $31, 734 80 
For hi~e of cit'zen herders, and for extra-duty pay to enlisted men in the 
subsistence department "':9'ith troops in tlrn field .. __ ..... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 993 70 
35,728 50 
M. R. MORGAN, 
Major and Cornrnissary Subsistence, 
Chief Commissary Subsistence Department of Dakota . 
OFI•'ICE CHIEF C0M:'IUSSARY SUB8JSTENCE, DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Saint Paiil, Minn., December 28, 1877. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN'l' OF DAKOTA, 
MEDICAL DIREC'l'OR'S OFFICE, 
Saint Paul, Minn., December 26, 1877. 
Sm: I have the honor to report that I have made an approximate 
estimate of the expenses of the medical department during the Sioux 
war in 1876 and 1877, in excess of the requirements of the service in time 
of peace, viz: 
For additional medical officers, 1ospit_,l stewarus, cooks, and nnrses....... $25, 000 00 
For additional medical supplies for new posts aud field service........... 8, 000 00 
33,000 oo 
As I do no·t disburse public funds, I have not the exact data for a more 
correct estimate, but believe the above amount will cover -the expenses 
referred to. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. J. SLOAN, 
Burgeon, U. S. A., Medical Director. 
To l lie ASSIST.A.NT AD.JUT.A.NT-GENERAL, 
Department of Dakota. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
OFFICE CHIEF 0RDNANOE OFFICER, 
Saint Paul, Minn., Febriutry 13, 1878. 
Sm: Iu compliance with the instructions of the department com-
manuer, I have the honor to submit the following estimate of the co t 
of the Sioux war of 1876-'77. 
The Ordnance Office, under a resolution of the United States Senate, 
bas prepared~ tabulated statement of losses, compiled from returns on 
file, chargeable to the Sioux war, from whicl! it appears that about fifty 
t.Qousand dollars should be crediteu to this uepartmeut. I think that 
this estimate is too small, for it does not take into account los e that 
are not yet settled, the property being still borne on the returns. From 
a careful consideration of the amount of property furni bed and that 
now on band, I am of opinion that 75,000 will not more than cover 
the los_ es o_f th~ Ordnance Department, uirectly traceable to tbe Sioux 
campaign, rn th1 command. 
ery re pectfully, your obedient ·ervaut, 
0. E. 1\11 'HA.ELI , 
Captain of Ordnance, Chief Ordnance Officer. 
'fo the 1).J TA T· ~ENERAL, 
Department of Dali ota. 
COST OJ!, THE SIOUX WAR. 
[.Memorandum.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01!' DAKOTA, 
Saint Paul, Minn., January 19, 1878 . 
5 
.! \lout paid for telegrams received at and sent fro~ the o~ces of the c_ommandin~ 
_ ,JI and adjutant-general, Department of Dakota, rn relation to the Sioux war of 
•· .. ·;i approxi mate), $2,900. 
[ Indorsements.] 
GEO. D. RUGGLES, 
.dssistant Adjutant-General. 
HE.ADQUAR'.l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF!THE l\fISSOURI, 
_Chicago, February 26, 1878. 
Re~pectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
In the absence of the Lieutenant-General, commanding. 
R. C. DRUM, 
Assistant .A.djutant- General. 
HEADQUAR'l'ERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 6, 1878. 
Ile pectfulJy submitted to the Secretary of War. The inclosed reports 
called for in accordance with Senate resolution of December 7 1877 ' 
gh·e the cost of the late Sioux war, as follows: ' ' 
~epartment of the Platte .•••••...........••..••••... r. _ ..•••••...••. $1, 319, 723 46 
epartment of Dakota ..••••..............••••..••••........ ... , . • . . . 992, 807 78 
Total. Division of the Missouri, approximate...... . . . • . . . . . • • • • • 2, 312, 531 24 
W . .iT.~SRERMAN, 
S.EL35,pt 2--2 Grneral. 
C 
